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(54) COMMUNICATION TERMINAL EQUIPMENT WITH ELECTRONIC MAIL COMMUNICATION FUNCTION 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a communication terminal 
equipment capable of recognizing that transmitted electronic mail can 
not be reproduced on a reception side on a transmission side in the 
case of that. 

SOLUTION: A processing part 2 transmits and receives the electronic 
mail through a communication part 1 . In the case where the contents of — 
the received electronic mail can not be reproduced, reply mail composed 
of information for indicating that they can not be reproduced, reception 
function information relating to the reception ability of this 
communication terminal equipment and the contents of the received 
electronic mail is returned to the transmission origin of the received 
electronic mail. Thus, in the transmission origin, it is recognized that the 
contents can not be reproduced in a reception party. 



21 - 



23-. j- 



15'- 



IliMSi: 



^-2 8 



LEGAL STATUS 

[Date of request for examination] 24.1 2.1 999 

[Date of sending the examiners decision of rejection] 06.02.2001 

[Kind of final disposal of application other than the 
examiners decision of rejection or application 
converted registration] 

[Date of final disposal for application] 

[Patent number] 

[Date of registration] 

[Number of appeal against examiner s decision of 
rejection] 

[Date of requesting appeal against examiners decision 
of rejection] 

[Date of extinction of right] 



http://www1 9.ipdl.ncipi.go jp/PA1 /result/detail/main/wAAA6FaidDDA41 2035927P2.htm 



2006/12/18 



Page 1 



Tokukai 2000 35927 



Japanese Laid-Open Publication 
No. 2000-35927 [Tokukai 2000-35927) 

A. Relevance of the Above-identified Document 

The following is a partial English translation of 
exemplary portions of non-English language information 
that may be relevant to the issue of patentability of the 
claims of the present application. 

B. Translation of the Relevant Passages of the Document 

See the attached English Abstract. 

[0039] 

An application example of the communication 
terminal device of the present invention is a facsimile 
device which has a function to exchange facsimile 
documents by e-mail. Facsimile transmission is typically 
carried out in such a manner that an image to be 
transmitted is converted to a facsimile format by being 
compressed by a method such as MH, MR, and MMR, and 
then transmitted. In case where such an image with the 
facsimile format is transmitted by e-mail, Class F, which 
is a type of a typical file format termed TIFF (Tag Image 
File Format), is used for the transmission. 

[0040] 
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More specifically, when an image is transmitted, the 
image to be transmitted is compressed by a method such 
as MH, MR, and MMR, converted to the TIFF (Class F) 
format, and then the image is transmitted as e-mail. To 
receive the image, the content is fetched from the supplied 
e-mail, the TIFF format is converted to the compression 
format such as MH, MR, and MMR, and then the original 
image is reproduced. 

[0041] 

In the case above, data with a format different from 
the aforesaid file format may be supplied to the facsimile 
device, in the form of e-mail. In such a case, the present 
invention makes it possible to notify the sender that the 
data cannot be received. Further, if both the sender and 
the receiver have the function described in the second 
operation example above, a reply message is returned to 
the sender as above so that the sender conducts 
conversion and transmission again and hence the receiver 
can properly receive the image. In other words, if, for 
example, the e-mail supplied to the receiver is data with a 
data format different from TIFF (Class F), the receiver 
generates a reply message including a notification that the 
supplied e-mail cannot be opened, receiver function 
information indicating that the TIFF (Class F) format is 
receivable, and the body of the supplied e-mail, and the 
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receiver returns the generated reply message to the sender. 
Receiving this reply message, the sender fetches the body 
of the previously-transmitted e-mail from the reply 
message, generates new e-mail by converting the fetched 
body into the instructed TIFF (Class F) format, and sends 
the e-mail to the receiver. The receiver can properly open 
the image thus transmitted, because the content of the 
e-mail has in compliant with the TIFF format (Class F). 
[0042] 

The aforesaid facsimile format for the facsimile 
device may be optionally determined, and transmission 
with various file formats may be permitted as a matter of 
course. The present invention is not limited to the 
facsimile device and hence the present invention can be 
applied to any types of communication terminal devices 

with a communication function, such as personal 

computers with a communication function. 
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